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Welcome to the summer edition of the Scout newsletter. 

The summer term was made for scouting and it’s great to see that all Sections have been making the 

most of the fine weather and our lovely surroundings.  After a hugely successful Group Camp last 

month, all sections came together again last weekend for the AGM, and the lure of a campsite 

barbecue led to a record attendance of over 60.  See the Section Leaders’ reports below to find out 

what everyone’s been up to.   

On the subject of mass catering, it would be really helpful to have the use of a freezer at HQ so, if 

anyone has one that might need a new home, or is likely to have one in the next couple of months, 

please let one of the Leaders know. 

Congratulations to recent winners of the 100 Club; Dennis Darling (April), Dolf Kohnhorst (May) and 

Rick Harragin (June).  The 100 Club has been running for a number of years now and provides a 

steady source of additional fundraising for the Group. Look out shortly for details of how it’s to be 

refreshed and made easier to join.  

SECTION REPORTS 

Beavers  

 I include news from January onwards as we missed out last term. 

Having said 'Goodbye' to Sarah Wright and Nick Horton, our 

Whitelands (Monday) leaders, who moved up to Cubs and Scouts 

at Christmas, sadly, we had to close our second colony. Most 

moved to the Friday group but the waiting list rose to 49. 

 

In the Spring Term we covered the Creative Challenge and the 

Faith and Healthy Eating badges, making and playing 

instruments, taking part in the RSPB birdwatch, experimenting 

with magnets and building futuristic towers, making pizza, fruit 

salad and sandwiches. A visit to a Synagogue was enjoyed by all. 

We moved our allotment site up to The Swillett and are working 

on the new Gardening badge! This term we took in 19 new 

Beavers and took our numbers up to 36 with the help of our 2 

ABSLs, Duncan Munro and Ruchi Mayfield. The parents are also 

extremely supportive.   
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We have planted vegetables, learned about St George and 
many earned Stage 1 Swimming and Stage 1 ICT and Fitness 
Challenge badges. We won District Sports Day for the 3rd 
year running!!! 
 
30 Beavers attended Group Scout Camp; 26 of them stayed 
overnight and they earned the new Campcraft badge as well 
as the Outdoor Challenge and Adventure badges. The dads in 
particular enjoyed pioneering and lighting fires! 

 

 

 
 
We have done Keep Fit, sailing at the Aquadrome and a 2 mile 
Hike from Chenies to Latimer and back! The term ends with the 
Herts County Beaver Fun Day back at Tolmers on July 12th.  
 
 
Liz, Jane, Ruchi and Duncan 
Beavers Leadership Team 

Cubs - Eagles Pack  

This has been another very successful year for the Eagles Cub pack with 36 on roll and a typical 
attendance of over 30 on Friday evenings.  
 
We have organised a comprehensive programme of activities throughout the year with as much time 
spent outdoors as possible to make the most of the weather.  Autumn activities included map skills, 
orienteering, musical performances, cooking for the Chef badge, First Aid at St John Ambulance in 
Rickmansworth, a night hike and our annual conker tournament.  
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The relatively short Spring term included a very wet wide game with the Falcons pack at Lees Wood, 
pioneering, an indoor chariot race, and work on the astronomer badge.  Among other things the 
summer term has seen us down at Bury Lake Young Mariners for two sailing evenings, more hikes, 
pioneering and wide games, and the mass cycle ride along the Ebury Way.  
 
For many Cubs the highlights of the year will have been the camps – our own pack Winter Camp at 
Lees Wood at the end of January, and the group camp in June.  Our Cubs are now experts at 
backwoods cooking, capable of rustling up a two course meal over an open fire even in the middle of 
winter.  And how many will ever forget the chariot races…….? 
 
The Cubs themselves have been fantastic; enthusiastic, well-behaved and ‘always ‘up for it’, whatever 
challenges we have thought up for them.  We have seen the older Cubs develop into real leaders as 
we have given them responsibility as Sixers and Seconders – and this term we have particularly 
appreciated the role played by our ‘Supercubs’ who have stayed on to help us as ‘young leaders’ 
while waiting for places in Scouts.  Numerous Activity and Challenge badges have been presented and 
we are delighted that many of our older Cubs have been able to gain their Silver Chief Scouts Award 
before leaving us.   
 
We have been fortunate to have had Explorer Scout Kay Baxter with us through the year as our young 
leader; her maturity and her cheerful enthusiasm have been greatly appreciated, and we have used 
her travels as the inspiration for much of our Global Challenge Badge work.  We have been supported 
by a dedicated group of parents who have turned out to help us each week, very often to do 
something quite different from the activity they thought they had signed up for.  We are so grateful 
to them for their willingness to do almost anything we ask.  Particular thanks go to our ‘camping 
crew’, who have provided us with much entertainment, great support and company and some 
memorable moments – and a very special thank you to Lynne Moore who has coordinated our parent 
rota so effectively for us.  Lynne is standing down from that role at the end of this term as her boys 
are now both in Scouts.  
 
It has been a pleasure to spend our Friday evenings with such a great group, and we look forward to 
another good year when we return in September. 
 
Richard & John 
Eagles Leadership Team 
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Cubs – Falcons Pack  

Falcons have had a great Summer term. We invested new cubs part way through the term taking our 
numbers up to 30. We've played wide games in the rain on the common, and practised our camping 
skills before taking a small group of 19 cubs to camp at Phasels Wood in May.  
 

 

 
The Falcons first ever spring camp got off to a slightly soggy 
start, and the cubs learnt all about looking after their kit in a 
tent in heavy rain. We were really pleased with how well the 
children coped with rain, and that the sun shone for us so 
that we had a fab afternoon of activities and evening 
campfire in the Saturday. 

 
The cubs have had a go at Canadian canoeing and sailing, earning their new 'time on the water' 
badges. We've had an informative session on the common with the Rangers earning the Naturalist 
badge, and an excellent evening doing backwoods cooking with the cubs from 2nd North Watford in 
what we hope will be one of many joint sessions.  
 

The highlight of the term was group camp, where 22 of 
our cubs joined the rest of the group to make 100 
children from scouting in Chorleywood camping at 
Tolmers. The sun shone (mostly) and we enjoyed 
campfire cooking and adventurous activities on site, 
and a couple of excellent campfires in the evening.  
 
We love the summer term! Lots of outdoor adventures 
meeting new friends from Chorleywood and other cub 
packs.  
 
Sarah and Dave 
Falcons Leadership team 

 

 

 

 
Scouts - Thames Troop  

Thames troop continues to meet weekly, on Friday evenings from 7.45-9.30.  The leader numbers 

have been added to by Ryan, our newest Parent Helper recruit, who attends every week that he can 

(which is most) and provides that extra pair of hands and eyes that we so need.  Parents are welcome 

to attend our meetings and we have several ways of moving forward in that respect, to ensure that 

we have the cover for the growing numbers of scouts attending.  We can either (ideally) sign up some  
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new Scout Leaders (which then means that if not all of them can attend every week, there's not such 

a problem and in turn reduces the pressures on the other leaders), we can continue the parent rota – 

(which, sadly, doesn't suit everyone, but it’s the scouts' needs which are paramount), or we can 

develop a "team" of parents who can cover certain events, which we can then mix into the 

programme as appropriate.  If we had two or three parents who are keen walkers, two or three who 

are comfortable on or in the water (sailing, kayaking, swimming, etc), and perhaps two or three who 

are comfortable with time keeping/scoring (generally running games) then we work towards 

incorporating sailing, kayaking, swimming into our programme, knowing that we can call on the 

relevant parents to assist with covering the activities. 

In the meantime, the troop moves from strength to strength.  Thames Scouts attended the Group 

Camp at Tolmers and are booked to join in with Chess Troop on the forthcoming Summer Camp (in 

the school holidays).  Badges have been earned and presented and activities including an overnight 

hike (during which the scouts saw the sun come up on the longest day of the year) and a kayaking trip 

along the river at Rickmansworth, which was run for us by some of the District Explorer Scout unit 

(the next section up from Scouts, in the Scout Association).  Between now and Christmas we have 

Wide Games, Air Rifle Shooting & Pioneering, to name but a few activities on the list of things we 

have planned. 

Jonathan, Jamie & Ryan 
Thames Leadership Team 
  

Scouts - Chess Troop (Marion Walker) 

It’s been a very busy term for Chess Troop Scouts – and Leaders!! 

We started off the term with enrolling some of our new Scouts and trying to hone the Scouts map 

reading skills – a bit boring, but they found out later in the term WHY they need to know how to 

read a map and be able to use six figure grid references!!! 

More than half the Troop attended the St. George’s Day event at Rickmansworth and 

Chorleywood District Campsite and other Leaders from the District commented on how many 

there were – well done to those who attended. 

We had a hike, wide game and shelter building during the first half of the term and a trip to 

Quasar – an opportunity for the Leaders to drink tea and talk about Summer Camp! 
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We started the second half of the term in HQ with more 

enrolments followed by cardboard boat building which the Scouts 

‘sailed’ at BLYM later on and amazingly they didn’t all sink within 

two metres of the bank!  

We’ve also been climbing, potholing, cycling had a good turnout at 

Group Camp and twelve Scouts took part in Nimrod - a District 

orienteering evening exercise with challenge bases to complete. 

 

The three teams did well coming second, fourth and our training 

team who completed the course in the allotted time also came 

fourth. 

Well done to Tom Banton, James Farnsworth, Megan Colbeck, 

Alex Willis, Jennifer Wright, Isabel Botwright, James Stoneham, 

Matthew Willan, Jamie Johnson, Lewis Johnson, Charlie Scott, and 

Thomas Farnsworth. 

And a huge thank you to two dads - Duncan Farnsworth (for 

shadowing our training team) and to Jim Johnson (who helped 

run a base) for giving up their Saturday night without their boys 

to help the Chess Troop Leaders. We are so grateful for the 

support of parents – we couldn’t do it without you! 

 
 

For the last two meetings of term we have a hike and sleepover 

at the District Campsite – either in shelters the Scouts build 

themselves, under the stars or in a tent. The last meeting of 

term will be a BBQ at the Campsite when we will be awarding 

badges and saying our ‘goodbyes’ to Scouts who are moving up 

to Explorers. 

 

 

 
Marion, Nick, Alan and Angus. 
Chess Troop Leadership Team 
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Explorers  
 

 

 
The summer term is a quieter term for the Explorers as many 
disappear into their studies during the exam season, but we 
continue to offer a full programme of activities.  We have been 
on the water for a number of sessions kayaking at Longridge, 
including a trip over the weir one evening, and an enjoyable 
sailing session on a windy Tuesday at Blym.   

 
At the HQ we constructed our own High Ropes challenges 
while down by the River Chess Norwegian Waddling was very 
enjoyable.  Our summer Night Hike was finished before 
darkness, but still did not stop one group from going off track 
and we are finishing the term with a BBQ and games at the 
campsite. 
 
Unfortunately, there is no summer camp this year, but we will 
be starting again in September with a High Ropes evening at 
Longridge already booked and a training/assessment weekend 
for Duke of Edinburgh's award expeditions. 
 
Paul Sutton 
Explorers Leader 
 

 
 

 

 

And finally…. 

A very big thank you, as ever, to all our wonderful hard working Leaders, happy camping to all 

those lucky enough to be going on summer camp, and best wishes to everyone for a very happy 

summer break.  


