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Welcome to a rather belated first edition of the Scout newsletter for this year! 

Firstly, on a sombre note, the scout group were saddened to hear of the death of John Scanes who 

until the end of last year was our subscription secretary.  John was 91 when he died and his energy 

and commitment to the scouts put many younger folk to shame.  On behalf of 1st Chorleywood 

Scouts we would like to send our condolences to John’s daughter Tania and her family. 

Pat Cunnings, the outgoing chair of the Executive Committee (and former editor of this Newsletter!) 

has asked me to pass on the following message: 

“I would like to thank all the leaders and the executive for the gift that I received at the quiz night. It 

was a brilliant night and I understand very profitable. I wish the scout group continuing success in the 

future and look forward to reading about their exploits and fundraising events in the newsletter”. 

On the subject of fundraising, many thanks to all those who helped out on the Scouts stall at the 

Christmas Shopping Evening.  The weather was kind to us for a change and gross takings were an 

impressive £366 resulting in a fantastic profit of £155.  As well as the very successful Quiz, this term 

also saw the annual Scout Bike Auction which raised in excess of £750.  Many thanks to our brilliant 

auctioneer, Martin Clarkson. 

Congratulations also to recent winners of the 100 Club; Sue Eltringham (November), Martin 

Dunkerton (December), Paul Sutton (who won the Christmas Draw for £50), David Ponsford 

(January), Edward Davey (February) and Rachel Speirs (March).  Great to see quite a few leaders 

amongst the worthy winners! The 100 Club has been running for a number of years now and provides 

a steady source of additional fundraising for the Group - it's about to be refreshed and made easier to 

join. Details to follow soon! 

On the spending side, the Scout Exec have looked  at the rear of the Scout Hut and are planning to 

replace the old leaky wooden shed and put down a concrete area that can be used for activities, with 

provisions for putting up tents and skills training. We are also investigating the possibility of using the 

corridor between the garage and the Scout HQ as a low level climbing wall. 

George Watkins, who many of you will know, returns this month after six months work as a kayak 

instructor in New Zealand, surf kayaking, white water and glow worm expeditions – a great example 

of how far skills learned in scouting can take you! 

SECTION REPORTS 

The year has got off to a busy start for all Sections - read all about what everyone’s been up to in the 

Leader’s reports below.    
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Beavers (Liz Hall) 

Chorleywood’s eager Beavers have had a busy programme this term – more details about what 
they’ve been up to next time…….                                                                                                                                                           

Cubs - Eagles Pack (Richard Hall) 

Eagles Pack has been out and about with the Falcons this term which has been a refreshing change 
for all concerned.  Nearly 50 cubs enjoyed a great blazing campfire and hot chocolate together at Lees 
Wood following a wide game in the dark (and pouring rain!). I think it is fair to say that the Falcons 
were the better singers!  
 

 
 

 
 
 
They also proved to be fantastic swimmers when the two packs 
competed as one at the District Swimming Gala in February. The 
overall standard was high and our combined team held the 
silverware aloft for the second year running. 

Finally we joined forces for the County Bushcraft Day last Saturday at Harmerwood Green, where the 
weather was kind to us and the 15 cubs completed bases in fire-lighting, shelter building, catapult 
construction as well as first aid and tree recognition. A great day out. 
 
For me the highlight memory of the term was an unexpected encounter with a field of mud during a 
night hike. Chaos ensued; shoes were lost and then reunited with mud-soaked socks. For a moment 
all seemed bedlam but good order was restored and, once everyone had had a bath, I think it’s fair to 
say that the funny side was seen! 
 
Numbers remain high and this is only possible due to the excellent support we have from our parents. 
If you are a parent looking for a welcome relief from the everyday and think this might interest you, 
would I encourage you to think about getting involved. 
 

Cubs – Falcon Pack (Sarah Wright) 

Falcons cubs have enjoyed a really busy term. We welcomed 4 new Beavers into Cubs, and said 
goodbye to 4 cubs who moved up to Scouts.  
 



 

 

                                                                                          

www.freewebs.com/chorleywoodscouts 

March 2014 

 
 2013 

We started the term with the communicator badge, learning all about sign language, and difficulties 
of communicating with walkie talkies, enjoying a fun evening out on the common practising morse 
code with torches!  
 

 

 
We are really grateful to the staff at Christ Church 
School who allowed us access to the ICT suite for two 
weeks of ICT work enabling us to work towards the ICT 
stage 1 and 2 badges. The cubs had great fun designing 
posters, newsletters and creating pictures on the 
computers. We also had some very interesting 
discussions on use of the internet and social networking! 
 

 

We had a great evening in early March trying out climbing at the fantastic XC in Hemel Hempstead - 
all the cubs did really well and got very high up on the walls! The cubs have also been working 
towards their community challenge, including a visit to the Synagogue in Northwood travelling by 
train.  
 

 

 
7 Falcons cubs joined forces with some cubs from 
Eagles to take part in the district swimming gala. The 
teams worked brilliantly together and were clear 
winners at the end of the evening bringing home the 
trophy. An excellent team effort all around!  
 
There was more sporting success when the Eagles 
Team won the tightly contested Cub’s football 
competition, lifting the trophy as overall winners. 
 

 

In another joint event with Eagles Cubs some of the older Cubs attended the County Bushcraft event 
at Harmergreen wood, learning all about shelter building, fire-lighting and backwoods cooking, trees, 
first aid, knotting and building a ballista! Excellent fun and really rewarding working with the cubs for 
the day.  
 
Dave and I have been really impressed with the continued efforts of the pack to work in teams and 
the improvements in behaviour. The children have been, and continue to be, great fun to be with! 
We are very much looking forward to taking them on not one, but two camps next term as we have 
our first ever Spring camp at Phasels wood, and we join the rest of the Chorleywood Scout Group for  
Group Camp in June at Tolmers. 
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Scouts - Thames Troop (Jamie Mitchell) 

Thames troop have, as ever, been extremely active at their Friday evening meetings.  Activities have 

included Themed Evenings at the Scout HQ, games, competitions, construction (in varying forms), and 

cooking.  The scouts have enjoyed every minute of their ever popular meetings, which are always 

rewarding for all concerned.  We've been out and about around the village, up on The Common (in 

the dark) tracking down the leaders to acquire tokens to take back to bases (without getting caught 

by the opposition) and we've been swimming and working out "brain challenging" problems that get 

the Scouts thinking laterally.  

We've heard that although Friday evenings aren't the best for some people, those people are finding 

it difficult to find a scout meeting that does suit them - which is a shame, because times change, and 

Adult Leaders aren't as plentiful as they once were.  Once upon a time the scout Group used to boast 

4 cub meetings and 4 Scout meetings every week.  Wouldn't it be great to see those days back again, 

and a few more Beaver Scout meetings to minimise our waiting lists?  

If only the parents of today would step forward and volunteer, training could be given, and programs 

could be copied from the existing packs & troops, so they wouldn't have a need to come up with new 

and exciting activities for the cubs & scouts to undertake, as these could be handed to them via e-

mail.  They wouldn't be expected to run a meeting single handed, and other parents would of course 

be expected to make up leader numbers - this means they could, if they wanted to, take it turns to 

run a meeting, as teams of leaders at other troops in our Scout District currently do on alternate 

weeks - anything is possible!   We only meet for a couple hours each week, its great fun (for Leaders 

as well as Cubs & Scouts), (and it’s not even every week - meetings during the school holidays are rare 

these days).  

So come on parents, what do you say?  If you can organize a birthday party, you can organise a Cub / 

Scout meeting. 

Scouts - Chess Troop (Marion Walker) 

At the beginning of the term we welcomed eight new Scouts into Chess Troop and cleared the waiting 

list. In order to help the Leadership Team cope with such a large influx of newbies, we promoted our 

two oldest Scouts to Senior Patrol Leaders.  This has proved to be a winning formula; well done to 

Kirsty Ryall and Tom Banton for so ably running games and helping with the activities – we couldn’t 

do it without you!! 
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This term we continued with the Fitness Challenge; have had a Wide Game on Chorleywood Common 
using torches for signalling morse code; a night hike; backwoods cooking; pancake making, cooking, 
eating and tossing! Various activities to try and hone our Scouts’ map reading skills; and last but not 
least we went bowling this week. Our last meeting of the term will be at the Campsite involving the 
Scouts’ favourite activities of fire lighting and food – although there may be a twist – but they don’t 
know that yet! 

 
 
 
This term for the first time we took 12 of the 
more experienced Scouts to Tolmers Activity 
Centre for ‘Fire and Ice’, a winter activity 
weekend for Scouts – they (and the Leaders) 
had such a good time, in spite of the mud, 
that it will become a regular fixture. 

 
 

  

The following weekend Chess Troop hosted the District Cooking Competition which this year was won 

by a team from Croxley Scouts.  

During the Summer Term we aim to be outside as much as possible and are planning on starting up 

the weekend and evening working parties at the District Campsite - to which Parents are encouraged 

to attend as their children are the beneficiaries!! 
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Explorers (Paul Sutton) 
 

 

 
Our weekly meetings have maintained a balance between 
training for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and other 
exciting activities.  We have provided first aid training, 
individual feedback on the Award, practice in pitching 
expedition tents and planning for a Bronze Expedition this 
May.  Other than that we have had an Explorer Quiz, a 
fitness circuit evening, indoor map reading competition 
followed by night orienteering on the Common with nobody 
lost (well not for a prolonged time anyway!).  We have been 
to Top golf at Watford and for the past two weeks most 
were challenged by abseiling down St Mary’s Church Tower 
in Rickmansworth 

 

Diary Dates 
 13-15th June:   All sections are invited to Group Camp at Tolmers.  Look out for booking forms 

which will be with you shortly.  Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers are all welcome to join us - 
and of course parents to help out over the weekend. For more info please contact 
sarah.wright74@googlemail.com 
 

 

And finally…. 

As I’m sitting typing this the sun is shining and spring is looking like it has well and truly sprung.  

Happy Easter to everyone and let’s hope that the weather continues to smile on us for all of next 

term’s Scouting activities. 

mailto:sarah.wright74@googlemail.com

